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1. Tracks and Races 
1.1 Introduction 

Good track design, construction and maintenance are integral to ensuring efficient cow flow 

and the reduction of incidences of lameness and mastitis in the herd. Paying attention to the 

width of tracks, the distances cows have to walk, and restriction and distraction points is 

worthwhile. The longer the track, the greater the impact on cow comfort, walking speed and 

milking efficiency. 

If track maintenance is left until serious problems occur, milking efficiency will be affected as 

cows will be slower to get to the dairy.  

This section will look at the following: 

Track maintenance 

 How to maintain tracks so that they stay in good condition. 

Track design 

 The factors which should be considered when designing tracks including advice on the 

optimal width, length and layout. 

Track construction 

 The areas to consider when constructing tracks including: track construction materials, 

drainage and fencing. 

Benefits 

Well designed, constructed and maintained tracks will: 

Decrease maintenance costs 

 Cheaper to look after. 

Increase work efficiency 

 Improve cow flow. 

Decrease animal health costs 

 Decrease the incidences of lameness and mastitis. 
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1.2 Track maintenance 

A regular maintenance program (at least annual) should be followed. Maintenance should be 

part of an overall plan not a reaction to a problem. During dry weather it is easy to overlook 

track maintenance but a single rainfall can cause big problems if maintenance has been 

neglected. Any maintenance program should have two focuses – keeping surfaces in good 

repair and maintaining effective drainage. 

Suggested improvements 

Actions to take 

Keep surfaces in good repair 

 Fill and compact potholes as they occur. Surface pocketing caused by cows‟ feet can trap 

water, turning the surface layer into slurry and the base layer into a bog (see Figure 2).  

 Grade track surfaces on a regular basis – at least annually. Tractors on tracks cause the 

surface to lift and rut quite quickly, as does regularly holding stock on tracks. 

 Slow down in farm vehicles and keep tractor use on tracks to a minimum. 

Maintain drainage 

 Clean drains to make tracks last longer. Ensure any side drains are open when it rains. 

Deal with small blockages as they occur. Carry a shovel when getting the cows in to 

clear side drains (along with a knapsack to spray weeds). 

 If grass and manure has built up on track edges and you wish to leave it to help support 

the track structure, cut lateral drains to allow water to flow away. If you wish to remove 

it, use a tractor blade – it may need to be done annually. Using a contractor with a 

grader or digger is a good option. 

 Fix leaking troughs and irrigation equipment. Irrigators that run over tracks can cause 

problems. 

 Prune or remove trees near tracks – they block sun and wind and keep tracks from 

drying out (Figure 1) and roots destroy the structure. 

Figure 1. Minimise shaded areas to ensure tracks dry 
more rapidly. 

Source: Healthy Hoof Programme.  

Figure 2. Track surfaces should be regularly 
maintained to keep them in good order and avoid 
boggy patches appearing. 
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1.3 Track design 

It is very important that tracks are well designed and constructed. Poor tracks will increase the 

risk of lameness and slow cows down. The more feet the races have to support, the greater the 

importance of their design. 

Use a professional contractor with knowledge of local materials, especially if building new 

tracks.  

Farm tracks should possess the following qualities: 

 enough width to allow for unconstrained cow movement, 

 a well compacted soil or rock base, 

 a surface layer which is soft enough for cows to walk on, 

 a crowned surface that sheds water, 

 an efficient drainage system, 

 ideally, no right angled turns, 

 some tracks on the farm should also be constructed to withstand vehicle traffic. 

 dairy industry regulations require that all farm races are free draining and made of 

concrete for a distance of 10m from the farm dairy1.  

Track width 

Farm tracks need to be wide enough for the herd to move without being pressured. Cows with 

sufficient space are less likely to push or be pushed. 

The number of cows in the herd should determine the width of a farm‟s tracks. New tracks 

should be sized for the expected future number of cows. 

Table 1 gives suggested widths of tracks for different herd sizes. These values should be used 

as a guide because it may not be possible to achieve these widths in all situations e.g. hilly areas 

can sometimes restrict track widths. 

Cow numbers Width – metres 

<120 5.0 m 

120 – 250 5.5 m 

250 – 350 6.0 m 

350 – 450 6.5 m 

>450 Varies depending on the split of the herd 

Table 1. Recommended track dimensions for milking herds. 

Note: Track width is only the actual width cows walk on. It does not include table drains. 

Note: 5m minimum is more than adequate for vehicle access as a minimum width of 3.7 metres is required for vehicles. 

Source: Healthy Hoof Programme. 2008. Preventing and managing lameness. 

 

                                                                 
1
 (NZFSA, 2007) 
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Track length 

In new builds, locating the dairy in a position that is central to the whole farm minimises cow 

walking distances to the dairy. Increases in track length will result in: higher potential for 

lameness; longer time requirements for getting cows in; and more energy used for walking, 

which could instead be used for milk production. 

Cows walking on… Energy used… 

Percentage of Daily Requirements 

Walking 2km/day Walking 4km/day 

Flat terrain 2 MJME / km 2 4 

Rolling terrain 3 MJME / km 3 6 

Steep terrain 6 MJME / km 6 11 

Assumptions: 11 MJ/kg DM, 475kg LWT cow, producing 1.8kgMS/day 

Table 2. Energy requirements for cows walking one kilometre. 

Track layout 

The track layout should facilitate easy movement to and from the dairy. Smooth out any sharp 

bends by adding a series of smaller bends. It is particularly important to avoid sharp turns near 

the dairy. 

Some large farms have systems that allow one group of cows to travel in one direction to the 

dairy while another group is being moved away (loop track design, Figure 3). One side of the 

loop is for access to paddocks, the other side for returning to the dairy.  

 

Figure 3. Loop track design. 

Suggested improvements 

Actions to take 

 Remove sharp corners i.e. where cows have to turn 90o, by rounding them off. 
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 If alterations to the width of tracks do need to be made, the section closest to the dairy 

should be widened first. Access to the yard should be at least the full width of the track 

(see Figure 4).  

Projects to consider 

 Situate new dairies close to the middle of the farm to minimise cow walking distances. 

 

Figure 4. Full width track entry into yard. 

1.4 Track construction 

The following basic race construction principles should be followed if the best use of 

resources is to be achieved: 

 Remove all grass and topsoil. 

 Construct a sound base with strong foundation material. 

 Provide adequate compaction. 

 Provide a suitable wearing / walking surface. 

 Crown the race. 

 Construct an efficient drainage system. 

 Use a fencing design that keeps cows out of the drain but provides access for cleaning. 

 Include a maintenance program in the budget. 

Having a broad understanding of these issues should help when dealing with contractors. 

Base and surface layers 

A good track is constructed in layers. A foundation, or base layer, is formed with a surface, or 

wearing layer, placed on top (see Figure 5). 

The base layer provides the structural support for the surface layer – if it is weak the surface 

layer may break up and collapse. If water can penetrate into the base layer it may lose its 

strength resulting in potholes, or in severe cases, the collapse of large areas of the track. 
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The surface layer has two functions: to provide a comfortable surface for cows to walk on and 

to shed water to protect the structural integrity of the track.  

Each layer should be thoroughly mechanically compacted using vibrating rollers. Loose, open 

layers have much less strength than well-consolidated ones. Cow traffic does not provide an 

adequate substitute for mechanical compaction.  

 
Figure 5. Track surfacing and formation. Ensure the camber is between 3-8%, and that the paddock side is 
fenced off if there are drains beside the track. 

Materials 

The base and surface layers of a track each require the use of materials that will withstand the 

threat posed by water and constant use. In many regions accessing suitable materials can be a 

problem – less than ideal materials may require stabilising or strengthening. Paying more for 

good quality materials may save money in the long run when you consider the costs of 

lameness and mastitis, extra maintenance or track replacement. 

Take care with track materials if you have moved to a new area, as the hardness of the stone 

can vary between regions e.g. limestone in Northland can be brittle and sharp, but it is 

generally a soft track material in Canterbury. Consult with your local contractor to find out 

which are the best local materials. 

Foundation (base) layer 

Topsoil and grass are not suitable for use in the base layer and should be removed before 

beginning construction.  

The base should be made up of layers, each up to 150 mm deep. After each 150mm layer is 

laid it should be firmly compacted before the next is added. Consider the following when 

selecting materials: 

 Moist sub-surface soil is a suitable material. 

 Material dug out to make effluent ponds or the material removed from the table drains 

may be used provided it is not topsoil.  

 Use gravels, pit metal, or rotten rock but not river gravel.  

 Soft clay is unsuitable for use in foundations unless stabilised with other materials. 

Hydrated lime, evenly spread and uniformly incorporated to a depth of 125mm, will 

allow soft clays to become stable once compacted. 

 Cement can be used as a stabiliser in base layers – the usual recommendation is 1-4% of 

the total. 
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 If the material available does not create a satisfactory foundation, it is possible to use a 

„geotextile‟ (an industrial fabric used in earthworks) to cover the shaped based layer, 

before adding the surface layer. Geotextiles allow water to pass through but they hold 

soil and rock in place and will prevent the surface layer from being pushed into the 

foundation layer, particularly by heavy traffic. 

Surface layer 

The creation of a satisfactory track surface requires compaction into a hard, smooth, wear 

resistant layer, with a minimum of particles that can cut or bruise feet. It should be 100 – 150 

mm thick. Topsoil and grass provide a soft cushioned surface for cows to walk on but are 

unable to withstand the rigours of frequent use.  

The surface layer is usually made from a mixture of fine materials – often sand, pumice, 

limestone, sandstone, woodchips, small stones, or clay (15 to 30%), depending on location and 

the availability of materials (see Table 2 for some examples). Consider the following when 

choosing materials: 

 Crushed limestone (5-6 mm) – check local lime for suitability. It is generally spread as a 

50-100 mm layer and needs firm compaction. 

 Sand alone does not make an ideal surface – it is abrasive on cows‟ feet and washes away 

too readily. 

 Well rounded gravel, less than 25 mm in diameter, is preferable to large stones. Large 

stones can be kicked aside, leaving the surface susceptible to water penetration and 

damage. 

 Fine particles of clay will fill the gaps between larger particles, binding it together. It also 

gives the surface a long wearing and smooth finish. Incorporating 0.3-1% cement into 

the clay capping mixture can help stabilise the surface and prolong its life. 

To check if a material is appropriate for a top surface, a small sample rock should shatter 

under the heel of your gumboot when ground against a concrete surface. Trialling small loads 

of proposed materials will show which are going to work and which are not. 

Concrete lanes can be useful in areas of high rainfall as they provide a clean track and reduce 

mud on udders. However they do require management at the boundary between the concrete 

and paddocks. A section of lime fines at the intersection can help stones fall off before they 

get on to the concrete. 

Examples of track 

materials 
Material properties 

Rotten rock or 

volcanic rock 

Volcanic rock with a clay component that binds well to form a solid 

compacted surface. Excellent track maintenance is required when using 

this material to ensure there are no sharp stones at the surface. An 

experienced contractor should be used to lay and maintain this surface. 

Limestone Several screened options are available (40mm, 0-80mm and 80mm), but 

will vary according to region. The higher the calcium carbonate content 

the better the lime is as a track surface. Water does not need to be added 

when laying, if the lime has a naturally high moisture level. An experienced 

contractor should be used to lay and maintain this surface. As with all track 
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surfaces a limed track requires good maintenance. 

Crusher dust This material should not be applied to tracks less than 100 meters from 

the dairy because small stone chips get transported onto the hard 

concrete of the yards and cause bruising and sole penetrations. It should 

be only added as a fine layer on top of other base material. Crusher dust 

should not be applied thickly as it will impede track drainage. 

Table 2. Examples of New Zealand track materials. 

Track drainage 

Water falling on races needs to be drained once it flows off the crown. Drainage is extremely 

important because it extends the track‟s life, prevents scours caused by water channelling, 

assists cow flow, and reduces the risk of lameness and mastitis associated with poor quality, 

muddy tracks. 

A consistently dry track requires: 

 a well-crowned and compacted base, 

 a firm impervious surface, 

 minimal shading from trees, 

 clearing and maintaining drainage points regularly. 

Drains need to be graded and the water must have somewhere to flow if drains are to function 

correctly. They should be fenced off, to prevent animals walking in them (see Figure 9), and 

tracks should be drained towards the paddock side of the fence. Water drained from tracks is 

an environmental hazard and should be contained on the farm. Regular weed control helps 

keep the side drains open. 

Cows‟ feet tend to move any muck sideways to the edges of the track. This causes a small bank 

to form inside the fence. This bank acts as a barrier, preventing water from entering drains and 

encouraging surface scouring. It can be useful to leave this bank of grass as it supports the 

edge of the track, however lateral drains need to be cut through it to allow water to run off. 

Surface camber 

Track drainage is best achieved by forming the track with a slight camber to allow water to run 

off. The exception to this is where run off into waterways and open drains is being avoided. In 

these situations a monoslope can be used, however a cambered track is always preferable if 

possible. An experienced track construction contractor will be able to form the track to drain 

correctly. The surface of the track should be raised in the centre and the camber (sideways 

slope) should be 3 – 5% (1 in 30 to 1 in 20) – this should be sufficient to shed water yet still be 

comfortable for cows to walk on. The camber should not be greater than 8% (1 in 12) or cows 

will only walk on the middle or edges of the track where the camber is less (see Figure 6).  
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Figure 6. The camber on this track is too high which is causing cows to use the sides of the track. 

Slopes on hills 

A track on a steep slope can mean water runs down the lane before running off the side – 

resulting in long water scours in the surface layer. Ideally, design tracks to minimise slope, even 

if it adds distance it will be worthwhile as maintenance issues will be reduced. 

 

Figure 7. A “speed bump” can be used to direct water off the track on a steep slope. 

Drain types 

Table 

Creating table drains at the sides of the track helps to take water away, maintaining track 

condition. The recommended size for table drains is 300 mm deep and 1 metre wide. 

Spur 

Spur drains should be installed every 40 to 80 metres to empty the table drains on to paddocks 

- not to a watercourse. Spur drains should be closer together on steeper slopes. 
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Lateral 

Small lateral drains should be cut into the tracks to allow water to flow away. Not all of the 

grassy edge should be removed as this is necessary to maintain the structure of the track. 

Water table depth 

Adequate water table depth is essential to good drainage - ensure the water table is a least 600 

mm below the surface to aid the draining of water away from the track. A water table close to 

the surface will hinder drainage and may cause the track to become wet, reducing its structural 

integrity and increasing its chance of collapse. It may be necessary to build your races above 

the paddock level in areas with a high water table to ensure drainage occurs. 

Suggested improvements 

Actions to take 

 Instead of removing the banks formed by cattle movement on the sides of tracks, cut 

sections out to release any water build up. The cut out sections need to be closer 

together on steep sections of the track to reduce scouring of the sides. 

 Create „speed bumps‟ to divert water off steep tracks (see Figure 7). 

 Attend to issues that will affect drainage: shading of tracks; leaking troughs or irrigators; 

build up of material on the sides of the track (cut sections out to ensure water can drain 

through these). 

 

Figure 8. Attend to material when it builds up on the sides of tracks either by removing it or cutting out 
sections to release any water which gathers. 

1.5 Track fencing 

Good fencing can prolong the life of a track. Keeping cows out of drains not only reduces 

their exposure to mud, it also minimises damage to the drains and contamination of 

waterways. 

Positioning of fences 

Placing the fence in different positions in relation to the track achieves different objectives:  
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 On the track side of the drain prevents cows walking in the drain. 

 On the paddock side of the drain leaves clear access for cleaning the drain.  

 With posts on the paddock side of the drain facilitates cleaning, but with an outrigger on 

the lane side of the drain prevents cows from walking in it (see Figure 9). 

 

Figure 9. This track fence keeps cows out of the drains while allowing access for cleaning. However, care needs 
to be taken when moving cows along tracks which are bordered by hot wire fences. 

Source: National Milk Harvesting Centre, Australia. 

Position of wire 

The position of the fence wire controls cow access to the drains. The wire should be on the 

track side of drains to stop cows walking in them. Position the bottom wire high enough 

above the track surface to allow tractor access to the drain for cleaning. 

Suggested improvements 

Actions to take 

 Attach an outrigger wire to the track fence to keep cows out of the drains. 

 For areas exposed to high stock pressure e.g. for the last 10 – 20 metres before the yard 

entry, make sure the fence is strong enough (see Figure 10). This is often a pressurised 

congestion point where fences are easily wrecked and cows are pushed onto electric 

fencing, which will have a negative impact on their behaviour around the yard. Wooden 

railings at the yard entry are best as injuries are kept to a minimum, but a well 

constructed post and batten fence is an alternative. 
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Figure 10. Wooden railings at the yard entry are stronger and more cow friendly than post and wire. 

1.6 Further reading 

 “Design of farm raceways”, DairyNZ Farmfact, Sept 2006. 

http://www.dairynz.co.nz/file/fileid/4442. 

 Tracks and Raceways. Environment Waikato. http://www.ew.govt.nz/environmental-

information/land-and-soil/managing-land-and-soil/managing-farm-runoff/tracks-and-

raceways/. 

 “Practical guide to low impact tracks and races”. Farm Environment Award Trust, June 

2003. http://www.maf.govt.nz/sff/about-projects/search/04-037/tracks-races-

insert.pdf. 

 Healthy Hoof Programme. 2008. Preventing and managing lameness. 

http://www.dairynz.co.nz/page/pageid/2145840080/Healthy_Hoof_Information_for_

Farmers 

 Irwin R., Malmo, J. "On Track" The treatment and prevention of lameness in dairy 

cattle. A guidebook commissioned by GippsDairy. 

http://www.dairyinfo.biz/default.asp?PageID=51&n=On+Track+2D+Lameness+info

rmation.  

Action points 

 Carry out regular track maintenance. This will help avoid serious issues occurring. 

 Identify and fix areas of the track that interfere with ideal cow flow and cause 
congestion e.g. sharp bends, narrow sections of the track, broken sections of the track 
where coarse base material is exposed, wet and poorly drained areas, water troughs on 
the edge of the track, excessively crowned tracks, shaded areas of the track that are slow 
to dry, live electric fences, stray electricity, excessively steep sections and broken or 
slippery concrete. 

 If building new tracks, ensure they are well designed and constructed. 

http://www.dairynz.co.nz/file/fileid/4442
http://www.ew.govt.nz/environmental-information/land-and-soil/managing-land-and-soil/managing-farm-runoff/tracks-and-raceways/
http://www.ew.govt.nz/environmental-information/land-and-soil/managing-land-and-soil/managing-farm-runoff/tracks-and-raceways/
http://www.ew.govt.nz/environmental-information/land-and-soil/managing-land-and-soil/managing-farm-runoff/tracks-and-raceways/
http://www.maf.govt.nz/sff/about-projects/search/04-037/tracks-races-insert.pdf
http://www.maf.govt.nz/sff/about-projects/search/04-037/tracks-races-insert.pdf
http://www.dairynz.co.nz/page/pageid/2145840080/Healthy_Hoof_Information_for_Farmers
http://www.dairynz.co.nz/page/pageid/2145840080/Healthy_Hoof_Information_for_Farmers
http://www.dairyinfo.biz/default.asp?PageID=51&n=On+Track+2D+Lameness+information
http://www.dairyinfo.biz/default.asp?PageID=51&n=On+Track+2D+Lameness+information
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 Use a reputable contractor. Get references and inspect their previous work 
before employing them. Talk to other farmers and get their recommendations. 

 Have a good understanding of track construction principles. 

 Consider future requirements e.g. increases in cow numbers. 

 Take width, length and layout considerations into account. 

 Consider different track fencing and drainage options during the design 
process. 
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2. The intersection between track and yard 
2.1 Introduction 

There is a change in the surface material at the intersection between the track (or race) and the 

yard e.g. from lime (or gravel) to concrete. This intersection is a common problem area as it 

supports high traffic levels so it needs to be well designed and maintained. 

This section will look at the following: 

Intersection surfaces 

 The best materials to use to ensure intersection stability and a good footing for cows. 

Intersection drainage 

 How to ensure water from rainfall and yard washing is directed away from the 

intersection. 

Stone traps 

 Methods to ensure stones are not carried from tracks onto the yard surface where they 

can damage cows‟ feet. 

Benefits 

Well designed and maintained track intersections will provide the following advantages: 

Decrease lameness 

 Will provide sure footing and have stone traps to prevent the movement of stones onto 

concrete surfaces, where they can damage cows‟ feet and cause lameness. 

Reduce maintenance costs 

 Will have lower maintenance costs as they are less prone to water accumulation and are 

correctly designed to withstand high traffic levels. 

Increase work efficiency 

 Will result in unrestricted cow flow into the yard. 
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2.2 Intersection surfaces 

When designing the track-yard intersection it is essential to keep the surface in mind. Cows 

need to have confident, comfortable footing for good cow flow. 

Suggested improvements 

Actions to take 

 Placing lime fines on the first 40 metres helps to keep the track-intersection area dry. 

The lime fines need to be about 100mm thick. Use pieces of timber or railway sleepers 

along the edge to keep the lime in place. Lime fines work well because they are not 

abrasive to hooves when carried onto the yard surface. 

 Emergency surfaces. The surface of the lane-yard intersection can break down. In this 

case emergency measures will be necessary until a full repair can be completed. 

o Shredded pine, wood shavings, wood chips, hay and straw are all practical, short-

term solutions – they soak up moisture to reduce the bogginess and cover any 

exposed stones creating a comfortable walking surface.  

o Emergency surfaces wear away quickly - they will need replacing or topping up 

regularly until the intersection can be properly repaired. 

2.3 Intersection drainage 

If not diverted, water from yard washing or rainfall can drain directly onto track-yard 

intersections. The area will then become muddy and can remain so for extended periods of 

time. The degraded track surface will slow cow flow. Additionally, intersection design can slow 

cow flow as the track may narrow at this point. Both of these factors can cause an increase in 

effluent as the area becomes congested and cow movement slows.  

Effluent generated on tracks and raceways can be an environmental concern if the run off can 

enter a waterway or drain. The main environmental objective is to keep sediment, nutrients 

and effluent out of water. 

Intersection high points 

The easiest way to drain water away from the intersection is to make it a high point. A high 

point can be created by sloping the track section up to the intersection, then sloping the 

concrete section to divert wash water away from the intersection. A 50 mm kerb at the track-

yard intersection assists in keeping the track dry (see Figure 11). 
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Figure 11. Track intersection showing drainage. 

Intersection kerbing 

A 50mm nib between the race and the yard is required to prevent effluent flow from the yard 

to the race. Installing a drain on the yard side of the kerb will enhance the drainage away from 

the intersection (see Figure 12). Keep in mind that kerbs can impede cow flow if cows don‟t 

have sure footing on either side. 

Suggested improvements 

Actions to take 

 A nib wall at the leading edge of the concrete reduces stone transport onto the yard 

without disrupting cow flow significantly. Nib walls should be 50-75mm high. Any 

higher than this and cows may damage their dew claws (see Figure 13). 

 When resurfacing tracks, ram the material next to the nib wall hard to ensure it is firmly 

packed, which will stop large hollows forming. 

 In yards where there is a drain crossing the yard, covering the grate with carpet at the 

beginning of the season may help nervous heifers cross it until they become accustomed 

to it. 

Projects to consider 

 Prevent congestion occurring through widening the track-yard intersection and 

maintaining the track surface. 

 Provision should be made to manage storm water that runs onto, or collects behind, the 

track. Storm water drains beside the track can also be used to carry rainwater that is 

diverted from the yard (see Figure 11). 

 Surface water from areas intensively used by stock should be collected in the effluent 

system. 

 Extend the concreted area from the yard to include the congestion point. Ensure the 

edge has nib wall to direct effluent into the effluent system. 
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Figure 12. A kerb at the track-yard intersection 
prevents the wash water from flowing onto the 
track. 

Figure 13. This nib is too high, they should be between 
50-75mm, and cows should not be stepping down. 

2.4 Stone traps 

When cows walk onto a concrete yard or track section they can carry gravel and pebbles with 

them, particularly if the intersection is muddy or inadequately constructed. These small stones 

will damage cows‟ feet if they fall on the yard. A stone-free, soft surface in the lead up to the 

intersection can act as a stone trap. 

Suggested improvements 

Actions to take 

 40 to 100 metres (the amount needed will depend on your track design) of lime fines 

placed before the start of the concrete is the best option for a stone trap, but coarse pine 

bark, wood chips or sawdust are viable alternatives. 

 Carpet or other matting on the first section of concrete can trap stones effectively. 

 Kerbing acts as an effective stone trap when cows lift their feet clear of the ground. This 

creates an opportunity for stones and pebbles to fall off. Two kerbs will make cows lift 

their feet twice and stones are dropped between the two kerbs (see Figure 15). 

 Clean out stones and debris from stone traps regularly. 

 

Figure 14. Keep both sides of kerbs clear of stone 
build ups like this. They can slow cows down and 
damage feet. 

Figure 15. A double kerb. 
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Action points 

 Cows should be moved away from the dairy immediately after being milked to avoid 
manure accumulating. 

 Ensure intersections are regularly maintained. 

 Install a stone trap to ensure stones are not carried from the track onto the yard, where 
they can damage cow‟s feet. 

 Ensure the intersection is adequately drained and drainage water is managed 
appropriately, so that it does not become an environmental hazard due to its manure 
content. 

 

 


