
Calf care case study

Paul and Clare Shortt – Atiamuri, near Taupo

A good idea has helped to make life easier for these farmers

Animal welfare is a priority for Paul and Clare Shortt, 50/50 

sharemilkers for Southern Pastures at Atiamuri 45km north 

of Taupo. Loading bobby calves for transport is something 

they pay great attention to; so much so, they have built a 

loading race especially for the job. We talked to them 

about how they care for their calves.

Clare says they can’t claim all the credit because they 

copied the idea from their neighbours.

“We went to a discussion group next door and saw what 

they had done. I thought it was a great idea that would 

save a lot of time and effort; so we decided to build one 

ourselves,” says Clare.

Although the ramp is smaller, it finishes at the same height 

as the cow loading ramp and is well positioned so that the 

truck driver can reverse easily.

Southern Pastures paid for the materials and the farm team 

pitched in on the build. The result is a neat miniature 

loading ramp which has been incorporated into the 

covered calf pens.  

The new-born calves arrive at the pens where they receive 

their gold colostrum and are taught to drink. Bobbies, 

providing they are fit for transport, are tagged and 

separated at four days old and are put in a separate pen 

next to the loading ramp. In line with welfare standards, all 

bobbies are fed two hours before pick-up.

From a transporter’s perspective it’s also a hectic time of 

the year and Dion Kerley of Kerley Brothers Transport who 

collects calves from the Shortts says the best scenario for 

everyone involved, including the calves, is for the bobbies 

to be healthy and ready to travel. Being able to load calves 

easily is a bonus.

“There aren’t too many farms with calf loading facilities as 

good as the Shortt’s. It would be great if every farm had 

one. It makes our life so much easier,” says Dion.


