
 
 

1-61 Kiwifruit as stockfeed 
Feed quality of Kiwifruit  

Kiwifruit are a good quality milking feed, with a high energy content but relatively low protein. 
Typical feed analysis is: 15-20% DM, 12 MJ ME/kg DM, 5% crude protein. 

Guide-lines for feeding Kiwifruit 

1.  Introduce the fruit slowly  

Increase intake gradually over 2-3 weeks, to ensure all animals in the mob are eating fruit. 

2.  Suggested feeding levels  

Dry cows  
• Start at about 5kg of fruit/cow/day.  
• A maximum if ½ of the daily ration can be fed as kiwifruit (3kg DM, or 15kg fruit/cow/day).  
• Reduce back to about 5kg fruit/cow/day if the kiwifruit are getting ripe.  
 
Milking cows  
• Have been fed up to 30% of their daily ration as kiwifruit (5-6kg DM, or 25-30kg 

fruit/cow/day).  
• These amounts of kiwifruit have been fed without obvious problems, but only where the 

cows are being well fed and have a high grass intake (at least 10-12kg dry matter).  
• Milking cows need to be gradually introduced to kiwifruit, in the way described above for 

dry cows.  

3.  Control the intake of individual cows   

Because kiwifruit is very high in soluble sugars, cows can get acidosis if they eat too much fruit. 
Here are some tips to reduce the risk of cows overeating.  
• Know the approximate amount of kiwifruit which has been fed out (1 tonne = 1.25m³).  
• Once you have started feeding, continue to do so daily. Don’t miss days.  
• Feed kiwifruit out with, or after, other daily rations.  
• Spread kiwifruit out well - this reduces gorging.  
• If new animals are added to a mob, only slowly increase the fruit supply to the whole mob, 

as new arrivals take time to start eating kiwifruit.  
• No ad-lib access to orchards with unpicked fruit left.  
 

It is very difficult to exactly control individual cow intakes of kiwifruit in most paddock 
feeding situations - SO BE CAREFUL 
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4.  Keep an eye on the ripeness of the kiwifruit  

 
Ripe fruit contains much more soluble sugar than unripe fruit, making it more likely to cause 
acidosis if cows eat too much.  
 
• As fruit ripen, they become softer.  
• Fruit picked later in the season will be riper than early picked fruit.  
• There can be a lot of difference in the ripeness of fruit from different orchards.  
• Beware of piles of fruit left in the sun - kiwifruit ripen very quickly in this situation.  
• Do not feed rotten fruit. 
 

If fruit are ripe, or you are getting fruit from a different orchard, reduce feeding levels to 
the lower end of the scale, and stay there. 

 

Handling Kiwifruit  
1. Fruit can be stockpiled in concrete fertilizer and silage bunkers, in 20-40 tonne lots. But 

ensure that the oldest fruit is always used first (preferably within 4-5 days of arrival on farm).  
 
2.  Feeding out of kiwifruit is carried out in many ways, including:  
 
• Flat deck trailers, with partially open tailboards  
• Feed out wagons, with hay at the front to stop spillage while driving to the paddock  
• Fertilizer spreaders, (spinning disc kind)  
 
3. To feed out fruit several days ahead of the cows, there must be no risk of breakouts.  
 
4. Ensiling fruit has been tried. By itself, it is hard to compact the fruit enough to get good 
preservation. Mixed with grass, the only problem is that kiwifruit is a relatively dilute feed. That 
is, more wet tonnage is needed at feeding out to give cows a set amount of dry matter.  

Animal health Issues when feeding Kiwifruit  
1. Hard, unripe kiwifruit can cause cows to choke.  
  
With choking, do not force the fruit further down the throat.  
 
2. Sugars in the fruit are rapidly broken down in the rumen, leading to acidosis and 

dehydration.  
 
Preventative drenching with 50-75g baking soda/cow, twice daily, is advised. Treatment in mild 
cases of acidosis is often effective. However, if animals are down, their chances of recovery are 
poor. Baking soda, bloat oil, or paraffin oil can be given in these situations. A vet should be 
called immediately. 
 

 


