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No dirt or less than 
10% (a hand-size) is 
splashed with fresh or 
dry material.

There is at least a 
hand-sized area of 
dirt, but less than  
50% of the area is 
dirty.

More than 50% of the 
area is very dirty and  
hair is hard to see. Tail 
may have significant 
dagging.

0
Clean

1
Dirty

2
Very dirty 

This simple scoring system helps you to estimate the current cleanliness of your herd and your housing facility. Most cows in most herds 

should score 0 or 1. If you have more than 20% of your cows scoring 2, they may be at greater risk of animal health issues and milk 

quality may be affected. When you have scored the cows, go to dairynz.co.nz/clean-cows to find out what your herd’s score indicates.

Housed cow cleanliness score card

Check your score at dairynz.co.nz/clean-cows

This work is jointly funded by industry with the Ministry for Primary Industries, through the Primary Growth 

Partnership’s Transforming the Dairy Value Chain programme.


