
NITROGEN CAP DECISION TREE

Do you apply synthetic nitrogen fertiliser to your dairy farm? 

The regulation commences on 1 July 2021. You may have until 31 December 2021 to apply for a consent if 
required (check with your regional council). The nitrogen cap applies to each ‘contiguous land holding’.

Do you meet both these criteria?

1. Absolute maximum of 190kg N/ha/year 

applied to pasture?

2. If more than 190kg N/ha/year is applied 

to crops, this is “offset” by applying 

less to pasture (so that the application 

average over entire pastoral land is not 

above 190kg N/ha/year).

Can you meet these criteria for 21/22?

Permitted activity – no consent needed.

From 1 July 2021, for each ‘contiguous land 

holding’, the following information needs 

to be provided to your regional council 

each year. The format and process will be 

determined by each regional council.

• Areas of land in pasture, annual forage 

crop, other land.

• Receipts for purchase of synthetic N 

fertiliser showing fertiliser type and % N.

• Date and rate of application to each 

land area.

Two options:

Both will require input from qualified and 

experienced people to help you apply for a 

non-complying consent from your regional 

council: 

Option 1: Requires you submit an N 

reduction plan, showing how you will reduce 

your application to no more than 190kg N/

ha/yr from July 1, 2023. 

Option 2: Showing that there will be no 

increase in N to water compared to if 190kg 

N/ha/yr was applied (and Good Management 

Practice will apply). This consent cannot be 

granted for more than five years.

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

Explanation of contiguous land holding

MILKING PLATFORM + RUNOFF  
= one contiguous land holding

SEPARATE RUNOFF  
= another contiguous land holding

Even if run as a single operation, if the runoff 

isn’t adjacent it cannot be used to offset N 

application against the milking platform. 

NOTE

=  1 contiguous 

land holding

=  another contiguous 

land holding
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NITROGEN CAP DECISION TREE
Support block with cropping 

Is an annual forage crop grown and do stock eat the crop in-situ?

NOYES

Is pasture eaten on the block 

where the crop is grown?

YES NO

Maximum N able to be applied 

to the crop that is grazed 

in-situ is 190kgN/ha. Crops 

not grazed in-situ, e.g. barley 

grain, are not subject to the 

190kg N/ha limit.

More then 190kgN/ha can be 

applied to the forage crop area 

if it can be offset by applying 

less to the area in pasture. The 

average for the grazed area of 

the block (grazed forage crop 

and pasture) should be 190 kg 

N/ha or less. Any crop that is 

not grazed directly by stock is 

not included in the 190 kg/ha 

limit.

190kg N/ha rule does not apply

For more information contact your fertiliser company. 


